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broke out that he had no military experience,^-
listed and went out as a farrier or blacksmith.
He had learnt horseshoeing as an amusement in
his youth, and was, and is, an amateur in gold
and silver and iron work* He shod horses until
his value was recognized for other duties, and he
came home a major, having been twice wounded.
What can Ireland, or Germany, or other enemies
do against a nation whose gentlemen are made
of such stuff as that!

Of the smaller domestic social life in the town
itself the variations are so many that it would
be quite impossible to make an inclusive category
without weariness to both writer and reader.
There are musical, and debating, and mutual
improvement societies, and these are becoming
more and more common, and they flourish or not
according to the talent available.

One marked difference between the English
and the American town is the part played by the
local churches in the American towns. They
are often the centre of the amusements of the
town. Around them grow the literary and
musical and even the dramatic clubs. Church
"sociables," and picnics, and suppers, are oft&n
part of the regular programme of church worJL
According as the local pastor is energetic and of
varied talents, social and literary, these activities